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wellbeing. The important Act of 1940 was an indication that a
new approach and method were imperative if progress in the
dependencies was to be made possible. So to-day, in most
quarters, a plea is heard that economic and social development
under conditions guaranteed by the Government should go
forward more energetically. Development, however., must
start from the standpoint that the primary consideration must be
the social and economic welfare and happiness of the colonial
peoples, and with that, the general interest of mankind.

There are difficulties in the way of building up social standards
and achieving the economic progress which Is universally
recognized to-day as proper for the colonial peoples. The cost
of such development is very considerable and that is a factor of
some importance in any consideration given to the prospects of
early achievements. What is the nature of the colonial problem?
No formula adequately expresses it. Colonies obviously offer
a complexity of problems which are seldom the same in any
two territories, and which differ from colony to colony according
to climate, natural resources, social development, alien pene-
tration and contact, and other numerous physical, psychological,
and cultural factors. What, however, is essential to attain In all
colonial areas is responsibility and freedom, the eradication of
Ignorance and disease, the control of environment and the direc-
tion of natural and human forces to secure the basic conditions
of good living.

Declarations of liberal and generous policy in the colonial
field do not necessarily result in colonial progress. It should also
be noted that ability to apply good policies is not always
merely a matter of motive and will. Colonial affairs are more
obstinate than that. It is important, therefore, to note that in
the new conditions of the colonial scene, influences are at work
awakening men's minds to demand of themselves new purposes
and for themselves new conditions of living. Where that process
has begun it is unlikely that communities will look back. By
small beginnings in education and health we have contributed
to It. The somewhat vague but potent influences working on